ALDS Sponsorship Report 2018/19.

Visits to five more rural districts in September to inform parents with Deaf children about the school in
Ambo resulted in 22 new students registering at the ALDS in October. All but two of the students settled in
and in no time had made some good friends and had begun their journey in education. A number of the new
students had previously been attending Government schools, but were struggling to keep up with their
lessons. However, here at the ALDS they found a school that understood their learning needs and began to
give them the space and encouragement needed to ‘really’ begin learning.

In November the whole school participated in
Disability Day which was organised by Ambo
University. The Deaf community now take up a very
sizable space in the hall. The local government
representatives from the Dept of Education and
Social Affairs were very affirming of the work that
the school is doing, especially with regards to the
way it has helped to transform the negative
attitudes and opinions that many people had
towards Deaf children and disability in general. The
students even appeared on regional Oromia TV.

The trebling of pupil numbers at the school in the past two years meant we had to combine our KG and
grade 1 classes. This led to a very crowded classroom. We are in the process of building a new classroom for
opening of the new school year. This should help alleviate some of the pressure and offer the students a
little more elbow room. The new classroom is being sponsored by the EDP, Electric Aid and CSTWF.

In February Margaret Farrell made a return visit to Ambo. This was her third time to volunteer at the school
and once again she made a huge impact on the teachers and students. She organised a series of workshops
for both the Deaf and KG teachers and introduced the idea of story boards to help get information across to
students who are still learning basic sign language. We also used the opportunity to provide Child
Safeguarding Training to all of the workers in both the Deaf and KG schools.

In March we were delighted to welcome Miriam & Patrick O’Regan, members of the EDP committee who
work incredibly hard to support the school and whose dedication to the students has really helped to
transform their lives. They were joined by Georgina and Helen from the Children’s Project in Clonakilty who
have funded a number of projects at the school and who also sponsor 10 of the students. Louise O’Mahony
came for the opening of Lydia’s place, an alternative learning space, which is dedicated to the memory of her
dear daughter who died a couple of years ago. Eimer O’Rourke a member of the Deaf community in Cork
also accompanied the group. During the visit of our guests participated in our first ever school outing. It was
a simple day, involving a bus journey, a visit to a restaurant and some games in a local field… however, it
was and adventure for the students and day they still talk about.

In March, we were honoured to welcome Ms. Sonja Hyland, the Irish Ambassador to Ethiopia and her
husband Patrick to the school. We also invited the parents of the students to join us. It was very heartening
to learn from the parents the difference the school is making to their children. But one parent in particular
mentioned that his daughter had gone from being ‘the child left in the corner with no hope of learning, to
being child that was now a role model and inspiration for her brothers and sisters, especially when it came
to education’. That comment alone was enough to justify all that we have done to establish the school.

In April ‘Little Learners’ Montessori School in Drumcondra
sent two KG teacher’s Jenny & Rachel for a visit. Little
Learners are supporting the KG school we run here in Ambo.
Jenny and Rachel also spent some time working in the Deaf
school sharing their skills in arts and crafts. Little Learners
are also committed to supporting our Deaf KG program. Ted,
who is featured in the photo was making a return visit to
Ambo!

In June we hosted 8 students and 2 teachers from St. Paul’s College in Raheny Dublin who were taking part
in the Vincentian Schools Immersion Program. The boys ran a summer program for more than 250 local
children teaching English and Maths etc. Each day two of the boys spent time working at the Deaf school
assisting with Maths lessons. However, they first had to learn some basic Sign Language, which they picked
up very quickly (mostly because our Deaf students were excellent teachers). During the farewell coffee
ceremony, the Deaf students mentioned how much they had learned from the Irish Boys and the Irish boys
mentioned how much they had learned from the Deaf students. The Irish boys are dependent on calculators
and technology for doing maths, so it was a real challenge to have to return to doing mental maths… good
preparation for their leaving cert next year. Unfortunately, the Deaf boys came up short in the soccer
tournament and lost out to the Irish Lads by a couple of goals.

In June the girls set up a little crochet club and came up with
the idea of knitting Irish/Ethiopia Flags which they then sold to
the boys from Dublin. They made a nice little profit which
resulted in a lot of new hairstyles! The girls even contributed
from their profits to the running of the school.

The boys not wanting to be left out
decided to form a basket weaving
club. They too have been creative
and have been experimenting with
the making of small woven
containers.

Graduation day was attended by a large
number of parents and siblings of the Deaf
students. The parents agreed that they
needed to be more involved in supporting
the school. We hope to establish a new
parents association in the new year. Instead
of the students being excited to leave the
school and head home on holidays, there was
a real sense of sadness among them as they
knew they would not be seeing their friends
for a couple of months. We did encourage the
students to carry home the confidence they
have built up here at the school and not to be
afraid to go out and make friends with the hearing children in their villages. We also asked their
parents to allow them some time for play! (This is a very busy time in the countryside with
families all involved in ploughing and planting, so most of our students will be working very
hard). We look forward to welcoming them all back again in Sept when hopefully a few more
students will register at the school.

During the year arranged Sign Language classes for the parents
and siblings of some of the students. It was very successful and
the parents were delighted with the opportunity to learn some
‘formal’ signs in order to be able to communicate with their
children and to better understand what their children are
saying. They also said it has helped them to engage a little better
in their child’s education. We emphasised the importance of
being able to communicate with their child so that he/she does
not feel isolated and left out at home. All the participants
received a certificate in basic Sign Language. We hope to arrange
similar classes next year.

Thanks again for your support,
it’s impossible to emphasise how much its appreciated
or to calculate the difference it is making.

